








YAKIMA RIVER DELTA FEASIBILITY STUDY

Summary of Measures 
Considered

Measure 1: Infuse cool water 
from the quarry. 
Removed

Measure 2: Cool Yakima with 
Spring water. 
Removed

Measure 3: Route cool water 
from the Columbia to the 
Yakima. 
Removed

Measure 4: Dredge Yakima at 
confluence with Columbia. 
Removed

Measure 5: Concentrate Flows 
with Training Structures in the 
Yakima River. 
Removed

Measure 6: Reconnect 
Floodplain under Highway 240.
Removed

Measure 7: Complete or Partial Removal of 
Causeway to improve flow through the 
backwater. 
Retained

Measure 8: New Side-Channel 
through South End of Bateman 
Island.
Removed

Measure 9: Realign Yakima 
River Along the North Shore to 
Columbia  River.
Removed

Measure 10:  Isolate Backwater 
from Main Yakima River 
Channel.
Combined with #5.   Removed

Measure 11: Control Flows to 
Improve Riparian and Aquatic 
Habitat in Backwater.
Removed

Measure 12: Create Deep 
Water / Deep Pool Habitat 
within Backwater.
Removed

Measure 13: Increase Fringe Riparian Habitat 
along Bateman Island and on shorelines in the 
backwater. 
Retained

Measure 14: Change to McNary 
Dam Operations to Improve 
Flows through Yakima River 
Delta. 
Removed
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TENTATIVELY 
RECOMMENDED PLAN

• Full Removal Without Riparian 
Restoration

• Use of adjacent parking lots 
anticipated for staging areas

• More detail will be added during 
design to further reduce 
disturbance to island

• Risks/Concerns: Marina protection 
and Loss of access



CONCLUSIONS

• Difficult problems
• Juvenile and Adult Passage
• Temperature
• Predation

• Integrated Plan Goals 
• Cannot be achieved without solving these problems

• Yakima Basin Integrated Plan makes large-scale 
restoration possible
• History of solving difficult problems



NEXT STEPS

• Implement Yakima Delta restoration
• Develop strategy for reducing predation
• Improve passage at diversion dams
• Reduce impacts of water stargrass
• Improve sockeye migration conditions



PART 2 LOOK AHEAD
March 8 YRBWEP Workgroup Meeting
• Water Management – Flow and Supply Objectives
• Hydrologic Conditions
• Conservation
• Managed Aquifer Recharge
• Storage Opportunities and Flow/Supply Benefits

• Upper Yakima
• Naches Arm 
• Lower River
• New Zealand Case Study



THANK YOU!

Questions?

Website: www.yakimabasinintegratedplan.org




